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Hopefully everyone had a safe and 

enjoyable Thanksgiving.  

 

Won't be long until we will be 

celebrating Christmas and welcoming 

in the new year. 

******************* 

I first want to correct a couple of 

mistakes I made in the Oct 2015 Up-

Date. 

1st:  I referenced Paul Hatfield and 

Neil Berg as the two members that 

were honored at our last reunion 

banquet as the most recent members 

to pass away.   Well Neil Berg didn't 

pass, as a matter of fact he's living 

comfortable in Alexandria Mn.   Who I 

should have recognize was Member Ed 

May.  Ed was a member of Baker Flight 

while at KAS and attended a couple of 

our reunions. He was a close friend of 

Dick Sprinkle. 

Note;  the mistake was corrected 

before the Up-Date was down loaded 

onto our KAS 60-61 website but I had 

already  snail mailed  the hard copies 

to the Non-E members before the 

correction was noticed. 

2nd:   In the mini reunion section I 

spoke of the "surprise visit from Allan 

Bir"   I acknowledged "I" had the visit,  

wrong, it was member Dick Casseri 

that was honored with the  visit. 

I apologize to Neil and Dick.  

********************** 

 

Sad Loss 

Paul Toupin 

He had been a member of our group for 

many, many years and while he was 



never able to attend one of our 

reunions, his great generosity has 

been recognized at each one of them 

through the yearly display of items he 

so graciously donated to the group.  

I’m sure I’ll neglect to mentions some, 

but those that come to mind 

immediately are his Able Flight jacket, 

an Able Flight mug, various Turkish 

coins, his JMAT-inscribed lighter, and 

numerous slides of his time in 

Karamursel and other locations in 

Turkey.  They will continue to be on 

display in his name at all future 

reunions. 

 Paul Toupin, passed on 24 October 

2015 and was  buried at the military 

cemetery in Santa Nella, California.   

Paul’s name will be added to the 

memorial page of our web site.  

*********************** 

 

******************* 

THE YALOVA 

Before and after 

Back in the era of our days in Turkey 

(1959/1962) the  Yalova  was pretty 

small with  a population of approx. 

2500...... 

One members of our group  had theses 

comments about the Yalova: 

"What I remember about Yalova is 

walking up a road from the ferry boat 

to a little bakery and buying ekmek 

(bread), a bag of pistachio nuts, and a 

bottle of gazoz and eating and drinking 

them on the bus ride back to the base. 

The mileage from the KAS main gate to 

the center of Yalova, where the statue 

of Atatürk was located, was right at 

15.4 miles. From base to the outskirts 

of Yalova, where the road made a 

sharp left to Bursa, was 15.0 miles. 

Base to Site 4 was 10 miles exactly. 

The tiny, narrow barely two lane road 

from Yalova to base has been 

completed redone. It is now a four lane 

asphalt highway. In the 70's it was 

named the Yalova/Istanbul Yolu (road). 

A few years ago it was renamed the 

Yalova/Izmit Yolu. My wife and I visited 

Yalova less than two years ago and the 

change was astonishing.  Since the 

Aug 99 the earthquake which 

destroyed or left uninhabitable 85-90% 

of the city, it has undergone a major 

rebuilt. I saw none of the buildings I 

remembered from the 60's, 70's and 

80's.  Most streets are paved asphalt 

with clear white stripes. The entire 

city center is filled with modern shops, 

malls and restaurants. The lira was 

1.70 while we were there. Recently it 

was 3.05. My wife and I went by 

hovercraft from Istanbul to Yalova in 

45 min. When we docked I had to ask 

what city we were in because I didn't 

recognized anything." 



In '99 an earthquake hit the area 

(which is referred to as the Marmara 

Earthquake), and the epicenter was in 

Izmit. The whole district, including 

Yalova, lost 17,000+ people, and over 

600,000 people were left homeless! 

The stats. show that nearly 300,000 

buildings went down...guess that says 

something about the quality of the 

construction at the time??    

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk occasionally 

lived in Yalova in his final years. In one 

of his speeches he famously said: 

"Yalova is my city. 

                 **************** 

REUNION 2015 

A few pictures from the 2015 

reunion.  Thought you'd be 

interested especially if you didn't 

attend. 

 

 

Sherm asks Harry "hows the 

weather up there ? 

 

 

Chick McCalmont should get the  

best dressed award at the banquet 

Doesn't he always ??? 

 

 

 

 

View around the pool area 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mustafa_Kemal_Atat%C3%BCrk


 

 

Sgt Dick Lucas and his family 

and friend were in attendence 

 

 

 

Some of the memorabilia on one 

of the tables in the "Col Sam 

Bruno Memorial Hospitality 

Room"  

************ 

 

JUSTIN SCOTT REECE 

Those of you who received a copy of 

the 2013 reunion handout booklet will 

remember the article I published about 

Justin Scott Reese the grandson of 

Fran and Jake Reece,  and you will 

remember he was accepted to West 

Point with  the class of 2016. 

It's so hard to believe he has been 

their 3 1/2 years. Yes, he is a senior, 

can you believe it!    November 19 was 

a very important day for all 1100 senior 

cadets. It's called "Branch Day". This 

means it was the day that senior 

cadets will learn what branch of the 

Army will become their career field 

after graduation in May.  Justin made 

the decision in his junior year that he 

wanted to fly helicopters.  

 

WELL HE MADE IT! 

 

He was selected somewhere in the 

middle of the 80 chosen. His senior 

class ranking is 227. His helicopters of 

choice are the "Apache Cobra 

Gunship" and the "Black Hawk" 

 

 

 
 He will attend flight training at Fort 

Rucker, AL after graduation in May. 

Fort Rucker is less that 100 miles from 

Keesler AFB and the beautiful Gulf 

Coast. .    

 

 Along with his proud grandparents we 

salute Justin on his hard work over the 

last 3 1/2 years to obtain his Army 

goals. 



 
Picture of Jake, Justin and Justin's 

dad Scott 

 

Note* We also want to wish Jake a 

speedy recover from his knee 

replacement surgery he had back in 

Nov. 

***************** 

 

 

MINI REUNION 

In my last Up-Date I mention a mini 

reunion I had with member Charlie 

Lowe.  Well we met again  and again it 

was an enjoyable meeting and lunch at 

the 50/50 diner in Fitchburg Mass.  You 

guy would like this diner, it's one of the 

few old (50's) diners still in existence. 

 

 

RUDY                    CHARLIE 

As I mentioned in the previous up-date 

Charlie was a Air Policeman while 

stationed at KAS and is still in contact 

with other fellow AP's he worked with 

at KAS. 

Note*  I and all the members of our 

group  want to thank Charlie for a nice 

donation he made to the group.  This 

donation will aid largely in the postage 

expenses for the next two or more Up-

Dates I snail mail to the many non-E 

members.  I know Charlie probably 

didn't want me to mention this but 

Charlie continues to express his 

appreciation for  all the News Letters 

and Up-date he's received in the past, 

so it's his way to say "thank you".   

**************** 

 

KTUS  

THE TRADITION CONTINUES 

Larry "The Spider" Webb, USAF, 

Program Director 

 



In late November 1957 KTUS was 

conducting test broadcasts at 

Mainsite, Karamursel, Turkey.  Those 

tests included holiday music ranging 

from traditional to pop.  Four months 

later KTUS officially signed on the air. 

 

This year 2015 the tradition continues.  

KTUS will carry holiday music around-

the-clock Thanksgiving through 

Christmas.  The station will return to 

its regular oldies music format on 

December 26th. 
 
You can tune in Larry by Googling  
"KTUS LARRY WEBB "  then Click 
on  LARRY WEBB on the Web 

*****************  

 

THEY PROBABLY COULD USE 

US RIGHT NOW 

********************* 

 

I    SPY 

A LITTLE HUMOR 

Blond Joke 

A blind man enters a bar and find his 

way to a barstool. After ordering a 

drink, and sitting there for a while, the 

blind guy yells to the bartender, “Hey, 

you wanna hear a blonde joke?” The 

bar immediately becomes absolutely 

quiet. In a husky, deep voice, the 

woman next to him says, “Before you 

tell that joke, you should know 

something. The bartender is blonde, 

the bouncer is blonde and I’m a 6′ tall, 

200 pound blonde with a black belt in 

karate. What’s more, the fella sitting 

next to me is blonde and he’s a 

weightlifter. The woman to your right 

is a blonde, and she’s a pro wrestler. 

Think about it seriously, mister. You 

still wanna tell that blonde joke?” The 

blind guy says, “Nah, not if I’m gonna 

have to explain it five times.” 

***************** 

 

A couple were in a busy shopping 

center just before Christmas. 

The wife suddenly noticed that her 

husband was missing and as they had 

a lot to do, so she called him on the 

mobile. 

The wife said " Where are you, you 

know we have lots to do" 

He said " You remember the jewelers 

we went into about 10 years ago, and 

you fell in love with that diamond 

necklace. 

I could not afford it at the time and I 

said that one day I would get it for you 

" 



Little tears started to flow down her 

cheek and she got all choked up; "yes, 

I do remember that shop" she replied. 

"Well I’m in the bar next to that." 

 

************************ 

 

ANNUAL DUES 

 

January 1st will soon be on us, and in 

addition to it being New Year's Day, 

it's also the day that your KAS 60-61 

annual dues come due.  A great 

present to our Treasurer Mark 

Gransden would be to send your dues 

in to him as soon after that date as 

possible.  You can even send dues in 

before the first if you'd like.  As usual, 

we'll have a grace period through the 

1st of April for you to get due is before 

we'd reluctantly need to remove you 

from our active member rolls.  Also, 

following the procedure we began last 

year, WE WON'T BE SENDING OUT 

SPECIAL MAILINGS ABOUT DUES.  

We'll send out a reminder just prior to 

the cut-off date if we haven't received 

your dues by then. 

Remember, we value all our members, 

and seeing any drop away from the 

group is something all of us regret.  

So...now is the time to "RE-UP!"  Here 

are all the pertinent details: 

 

 

ANNUAL DUES:        $10.00 

DUE DATE:            1 January, 2016 

CUT-OFF DATE:        1 April, 2016 

 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:    KAS 60-

61 

MAIL TO:            Mark Gransden 

                209 Jamestown Blvd. 

                Hammonton, NJ  08037 

For those Non-E members who aren't 

sure if your paid up through 2016 and 

after, please take note of your name on 

the envelope.  If your name is 

underlined in RED it means you're only 

paid up through 2015.      

 

Thanks and welcome to another year 

with KAS 60-61! 

----------------------------------- 

Hope you enjoyed the up-date.  If you 

have anything you'd like added to the 

next up-date (stories, mini reunions 

etc)  give me a call or email  

rudy60612@verizon.net or 978 809 

1212   

Enjoy the holidays, merry Christmas 

and a happy and healthy new year. 

 

 

 

 


